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DETAILED ACTION 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
4/8/2005 has been entered. Claims 1,15, and 25 were amended. Claims 1-33 are 
pending. 

Docketing 

Please note that the application has been redocketed to a different examiner. 
Please refer all future communications regarding this application to the examiner of 
record using the information supplied in the final section of the office action. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 4/26/2005 have been considered but most are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

The examiner will address the arguments to claims in which some limitations still 
apply, namely arguments directed towards claim 25. As per claim 25, applicant argues 
that Davis does not disclose determining a second bit string corresponding to the 
random number, wherein the second bit string is received from the manufacturer of the 
electronic component. This argument stems from the amendments to claim 25 and the 
examiner will make new rejections based on these amendments below. Applicant also 
argues that Davis does not disclose "encrypting the second bit string with a public key to 
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generate a third bit string." The examiner agrees. The key used for the encryption was 
a session key and not a public key, so the previous rejection for this limitation was 
improper. However, see new rejection for this limitation below. 

The examiner notes that on page 21 of applicant's arguments filed 4/26/2005, 
applicant argues the limitations for claims 14, 24, and 33. On page 22, applicant argues 
the limitations for claims 14, 24, and 32. The examiner believes that applicant meant on 
page 22 to still argue the limitations for claim 33, and not claim 32 as claim 32 does not 
recite anything about a network switch or media access controller. Therefore, the 
examiner believes that the previous examiner's rejection for claim 32 is still valid and 
will address new rejections for claims 14, 24, and 33 below and not 32. The rejection 
for claim 32 from the last office action will be copied into this office action though. 

The examiner notes applicant did not argue the rejections for claims 26-30. 
Therefore, the examiner assumes applicant agrees that the previous examiner's 
rejection of the limitations for these claims were proper and the examiner will 
incorporate the previous examiner's rejection for these claims into this office action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 1-4, 6-16, and 18-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tello (US 6,463,537) in view of Angelo et al (US 6,370,649). 
Claim 1: 

Tello discloses an apparatus for enabling functionality of a component (col 4, 
lines 57-63 and Fig 1), said apparatus comprising: 

1. A random number generating module for generating a random number (col 8, 
lines 33-39 and col 15, lines 5-19). Note that usage of the RSA algorithm 
requires that there must be a random number generator. 

2. A hash function module in communication with said random generating module 
(col 8, lines 10-16). 

3. A host (i.e. computer, Fig 1) in communication with said random number 
generating module (col 8, lines 33-39 and col 15, lines 5-19). 

4. At least one memory in communication with said host (col 9, lines 21-31). 

5. An encryption module in communication with at least one memory (col 24, lines 
46-50). 

6. A comparing device in communication with said encryption module and said hash 
function module (col 16, lines 40-55). 

7. Wherein said comparing device compares a first bit string to a second bit string 
to generate a function enable output for the component (col 15, lines 52-65 and 
col 16, lines 13-26). 
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Tello does not disclose wherein said host is configured to receive a guess 
passcode from a manufacturer of the component. However, Angelo teaches a 
computer system that implements a fail-safe password system that allows the 
manufacturer to securely supply a password to users (col 1 , line 65-col 2, line 3). In 
light of this, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
applicant's invention was made to have modified Tello's apparatus according to the 
limitations recited in claim 1 . One of ordinary skill would have been motivated to 
incorporate Angelo's teachings because it allows for a hardened password security 
infrastructure (col 3, lines 18-20). 

The examiner notes that even without Tello's teachings, it is common knowledge 
wherein a host is configured to receive a guess passcode from a manufacturer of a 
component — i.e. a cable decoder box, for example, receives entitlement messages from 
the cable company which reads on a guess passcode and enables a television set to 
display a descrambled show. It would also have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to have modified Tello's apparatus according to the limitations recited in claim 1 
in light of such common knowledge and one of ordinary skill would have been motivated 
to do so as it would provide a way for a manufacturer of a component who also sells 
subscription to digital content to maintain control of the digital content and only allow 
customers who have paid for the content to get access. 
Claim 2: 
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Tello further discloses said hash function module further comprises a one-way 
hash function module configured to receive a pre-image input and output a hash value 
using a one-way has function algorithm (col 7, lines 64-66). 
Claim 3: 

Tello further discloses said encryption module further comprises a public key 
encryption module, said public key encryption module being configured to receive a 
public key and a guess passcode from said at least one memory area as inputs and 
generate a ciphertext bit string as an output (col 19, lines 12-25; col 24, lines 13-50; and 
col 37, lines 27-42). 
Claim 4: 

Tello further discloses wherein said at least one memory further comprises: 

1 . A guess register in communication with said host and said encryption module, 
said guess register being configured to receive a guess passcode from said host 
(col 24, lines 46-50). 

2. A public key module in communication with said encryption module, said public 
key module being configured to store a public key therein (col 15, lines 6-9). 

Claim 6: 

Tello further discloses said apparatus further comprises a selecting device for 
selecting at least one of the function enable output and bonding option output (col 9, 
lines 33-44). 
Claim 7: 
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Tello further discloses said selecting device further comprises an OR gate having 
at least one input for receiving the function enable output and the bonding option output 
(col 13, lines 1-56; col 19, lines 12-25; and col 37, lines 27-42). 
Claim 8: 

Tello further discloses said bonding option circuit comprising a pull up resistor in 
communication with the OR gate and a power supply and a switch in communication 
with a ground potential and said OR gate (col 9, lines 59-62 and col 12, line 65-col 13, 
line 5). 
Claim 9: 

Tello further discloses said selecting device further comprises: 

1 . A multiplexer having at least one multiplexer input in communication with the 
comparing device and a multiplexer output (col 13, lines 5-49). 

2. A selection circuit in communication with the at least one multiplexer input (col 
13, lines 5-49). 

3. A bonding option circuit in communication with the at least one multiplexer input 
(col 9, lines 33-49 and col 12, lines 35-45). 

4. Wherein said multiplexer is configured to receive a selection input from the 
selection circuit that is used to determine whether to enable functionality of said 
component in accordance with the bonding option output or the function enable 
output (col 9, lines 33-49; col 12, lines 35-45; col 19, lines 12-25; and col 37, 
lines 27-42). 

Claim 10: 
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Tello further discloses said selection circuit further comprises: 

1 . At least one first non-volatile memory location having at least one first selection 
bit stored therein (col 7, line 63-col 8, line 4 and col 15, lines 1-36). 

2. At least one second non-volatile memory location having at least one second 
selection bit stored therein (col 8, lines 40-49 and col 15, lines 1-36). 

3. An OR gate having a first input, a second inverted input, and a logic output, said 
first input being in communication with said at least one first non-volatile memory 
location and said second inverted input being in communication with said at least 
one second non-volatile memory location (col 19, lines 12-25 and col 37, lines 
27-42). 

4. Wherein said selection circuit is configured to generate a selection indicator on 
the logic output of the OR gate in accordance with the at least one first selection 
bit and said at least one second selection bit (col 13, lines 6-58). 

Claim 11: 

Tello further discloses said first bit string further comprises a ciphertext bit string 
generated by the encryption module (col 15, lines 52-65; col 16, lines 13-26; and col 20, 
lines 1-23). 
Claim 12: 

Tello further discloses said second bit string further comprises a hash value 
generated by said hash function module (col 16, lines 30-32). 
Claim 13: 
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Tello does not explicitly disclose said comparing device further comprises a 
comparator. However, a comparator must be used or a comparison would not be 
possible. 
Claim 14: 

Tello further discloses said component further comprises at least one of a 
network switch and a media access controller (col 11, lines 49-52). 
Claim 15: 

Tello discloses a component for selectively enabling functionality of an electronic 
device, said component comprising: 

1. Means for generating a random bit string (col 8, lines 33-39 and col 15, lines 5- 
19). 

2. A hash function module in communication with said means for generating (col 8, 
lines 10-16). 

3. Means for acquiring a guess passcode in communication with said means for 
generating (col 9, lines 20-24 and col 24, lines 46-50). 

4. An encryption module in communication with said means for acquiring (col 24, 
lines 46-50). 

5. A comparing device in communication with said encryption module and said hash 
function module, said comparing device having an output for transmitting a 
functionality enable signal therefrom (col 15, lines 52-65; col 16, lines 40-55; and 
col 16, lines 13-26). 
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Tello does not disclose wherein the means for acquiring the guess passcode is 
configured to acquire the guess passcode from a manufacturer of the electronic device. 
However, for the same reasons and motivations given in claim 1, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the applicant's invention was made 
to have modified Tello's component according to the limitations recited in claim 15 in 
light of Angelo's teachings (or in light of common knowledge in the art). 
Claim 16: 

Tello does not explicitly disclose wherein said means for generating further 
comprises a random number generating module, wherein said module is configured to 
receive an initiate signal and output a random number. However, Tello discloses usage 
of the RSA encryption algorithm (col 8, lines 33-39 and col 15, lines 5-19), which 
requires the usage of a random number generating module. The module must be able 
to output a random number when an initiate signal is received. 
Claim 18: 

The limitation of claim 18 is substantially similar to claim 2 and is rejected for the 
same reasons. 
Claim 19: 

Tello further discloses wherein said means for acquiring a guess passcode 
further comprises: 

1 . A host in communication with said means for generating (col 15, lines 7-11). 

2. A guess register in communication with said host (col 9, 20-24 and col 24, lines 
46-50). 
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3. The random bit string (col 9, lines 20-25 and col 15, lines 20-27). 

Tello does not disclose wherein said host is configured to receive a guess 
passcode from a manufacturer corresponding to the random bit string. However, for the 
same reasons and motivations given in claim 1 , it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the applicant's invention was made to have modified 
Tello's component according to the limitations recited in claim 19 in light of Angelo's 
teachings (or in light of common knowledge in the art). 
Claim 20: 

Tello further discloses wherein said encryption module further comprises: 

1. A public key encryption module (col 15, lines 6-9). 

2. A public key module in communication with said public key encryption module 
(col 15, lines 6-19). 

3. Wherein said public key encryption module is configured to receive a public key 
from said public key module and a guess passcode from said means for 
acquiring, and generate a ciphertext bit string therefrom (col 8, lines 5-9; col 19, 
lines 12-25; and col 37, line 26-col 38, line 7). 

Claim 21: 

Tello further discloses said component further comprising: 
1. A bonding option circuit in communication with said comparing device (col 9, 
lines 33-49 and col 12, lines 35-45). 
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2. An OR gate in communication with said comparing device (col 12, line 67-col 13, 
line 5). 

3. Wherein said OR gate is configured to select the functionality enable signal from 
the comparator or an output from the bonding circuit in order to generate a final 
enable output (col 9, lines 33-49 and col 13, lines 1-56). 

The examiner also notes that the limitation as recited in claim 21 is an obvious 
way of using an OR gate to generate a final enable output as the output from the 
comparing device naturally would enable a device on a successful comparison while the 
output from the bonding option circuit can be used as a bypass circuit, which are known 
in the art and one of ordinary skill would be motivated to use one for testing purposes. 
Claim 22: 

Claim 22 recites limitations substantially similar to claim 8 and is rejected for the 
same reasons. 
Claim 23: 

Claim 23 recites limitations substantially similar to claim 13 and is rejected for the 
same reasons. 
Claim 24: 

Claim 24 recites limitations substantially similar to claim 14 and is rejected for the 
same reasons. 
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Claims 5 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tello (US 6,463,537) in view of Angelo et al (US 6,370,649) and further in view of 
Couch et al (US 5,383,143). 
Claims 5 and 17: 

Tello and Angelo do not explicitly disclose the limitations as recited in claims 5 
and 17. However, the examiner asserts that it is well known in the art of digital logic to 
use a linear feedback shift register to generate random numbers. This is also disclosed 
by Couch (col 5, lines 7-9). Further, the use of NAND gates and inverters in 
communication with each other as well as other digital circuitry are also well known. 
The use of a NAND gate (as well as other types of logic gates) in the art of digital logic 
to receive an activation pulse to control other digital circuitry is also well known and is 
common practice in the art. In light of the above, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the applicant's invention was made to have modified 
Tello and Angelo's combination invention according to the limitations recited in claim 5 
and 17. One of ordinary skill would have been motivated to do so as because of 
common practice in the art and because Couch discloses the use of a linear feedback 
shift register to implement a random number generator would result in an efficient 
design that has a large degree of functionality in a small circuit surface area (col 4, lines 
33-40). 



Application/Control Number: 09/685,885 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2135 

Claims 25-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Davis et al (US 5,577,121) in view of Tello (US 6,463,537) and further in view of Angelo 
et al (US 6,370,649) 
Claim 25: 

Davis discloses a method for enabling functionality of an electronic component, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

1. . Generating a random number (col 13, lines 6-8). 

2. Calculating a first bit string from the random number (col 13, lines 9-10 and 18- 
25). 

3. Determining a second bit string corresponding to the random number (col 13, 
lines 36-46). 

4. Encrypting the second bit string with a key to generate a third bit string (col 13, 
line 36-42). 

5. Comparing the third bit string to the first bit string to determine at match (col 13, 
line 53-55). 

6. Outputting a function enable signal in accordance with the comparison (col 13, 
lines 53-55). The confirmation signal represents the enable signal. 

Note that the above limitations were rejected in the last office action and as 
applicant did not argue them, the examiner assumes applicant agrees the rejection of 
these limitations were proper. Davis does not disclose the second bit string was 
encrypted using a public encryption key. 
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However, the examiner asserts that the use of public encryption keys for 
encryption purposes was well known in the art at the time the applicant's invention was 
made. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to have used a public 
encryption key as the type of encryption key used is an arbitrary choice. Further, Tello 
discloses encryption using a public encryption key (col 8, lines 33-39). In light of this, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to have modified Davis's method to 
encrypt the second bit string with a public key to generate a third bit string. One of 
ordinary skill would have been motivated to incorporate Tello's teachings because Tello 
discloses a similar enabling invention as Davis and Tello discloses that almost any key 
algorithm can be used without materially changing the functionality of the invention (col 
8, lines 36-39), therefore the use of a public key is an arbitrary choice. 

Davis also does not disclose wherein the step of determining the second bit 
string comprises receiving the second bit string from a manufacturer of the electronic 
component. However, for the same reasons and motivations given in claim 1 , it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the applicant's invention 
was made to have modified the combination method of Davis and Tello according to the 
limitations recited in claim 25 in light of Angelo's teachings (or in light of common 
knowledge in the art). 
Claim 26: 

With respect to claim 26, Davis meets the limitation of "wherein said step of 
calculating a first bit string further comprises calculating a hash value of said random 
number" is met on column 17, lines 42-52 and column 14, lines 43-47). The examiner 
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notes that applicant did not argue this limitation in the last office action, so assumes 
applicant agrees Davis meets this limitation. 
Claim 27: 

With respect to claim 27, Davis meets the limitation of "transmitting the random 
number to a manufacturer" on col 13, lines 8-10; "calculating a guess passcode 
corresponding to the random number" is met on col 13, lines 18-22; and "receiving the 
guess passcode in a host" is met on col 13, lines 23-29. The examiner notes that 
applicant did not argue this limitation in the last office action, so assumes applicant 
agrees Davis meets this limitation. 
Claim 28: 

With respect to claim 28, Davis meets the limitation of "receiving a guess 
passcode from a host" on column 13, lines 55-60 and "receiving a public key and 
encrypting the guess passcode and the public key to generate a ciphertext bit string" is 
met on col 13, lines 55-63. The examiner notes that applicant did not argue this 
limitation in the last office action, so assumes applicant agrees Davis meets this 
limitation. 
Claim 29: 

With respect to claim 29, Davis meets the limitation of "receiving the third bit 
string at a first input of a comparator; and receiving the first bit string at a second input 
of the comparator; determining if the first bit string matched the second bit string" on col 
13, lines 66-67 and col 14, lines 1-3. Davis also meets the limitation of "outputting a 
match signal if a match is determined (col 14, lines 3-7). The examiner notes that 
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applicant did not argue this limitation in the last office action, so assumes applicant 
agrees Davis meets this limitation. 
Claim 30: 

With respect to claim 30, the limitation of "wherein said outputting step further 
comprises the step of determining a final output enable signal from a bonding option 
output signal and the function enable signal" is met inherently on column 14, lines 3-10. 
The examiner notes that applicant did not argue this limitation in the last office action, 
so assumes applicant agrees Davis meets this limitation. 
Claim 31: 

Davis does not explicitly disclose the limitations recited in claim 31. However, 
claim 31 contains limitations substantially similar to the limitations recited in claim 21 
which were rejected using Tello. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the applicant's invention was made to have 
incorporated Tello's teachings with Davis's method according to the limitation recited in 
claim 31. One of ordinary skill would have been motivated to incorporate Tello's 
teachings as Tello discloses that his invention would provide for a means for controlling 
access to a computer and sensitive data stored on it at the pre-boot phase and during 
operation of the computer (col 4, lines 57-61). 
Claim 32: 

With respect to claim 32, Davis meets the limitation of "wherein said transmitting 
step further comprises communicating with the manufacturer through at least one of an 
internet connection, a dial up connection, and a voice connection to obtain the guess 
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passcode" on col 17, lines 18-22. The examiner notes that applicant did not argue this 
limitation in the last office action, so assumes applicant agrees Davis meets this 
limitation. 
Claim 33: 

Davis does not explicitly disclose the limitation recited in claim 33. However, 
claim 33 contains limitations substantially similar to the limitations recited in claim 14 
which were rejected using Tello. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the applicant's invention was made to have 
incorporated Tello's teachings with Davis's method according to the limitation recited in 
claim 31 . One of ordinary skill would have been motivated to incorporate Tello's 
teachings as Tello discloses that his invention would provide for a means for controlling 
access to a computer and sensitive data stored on it at the pre-boot phase and during 
operation of the computer (col 4, lines 57-61). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ponnoreay Pich whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7962. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-4:30pm Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on 571-272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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